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This Policg document should be considered in the ligl-ut of our School Mission Statement which
outlines all that undcrpins ourwork at St. Joscph’s:

At St. Joscph’s
we live, love and learn

bg the examPlc oFJesus

[tis also imPortant to apprcciatc the imPortancc of assessment in cnabling our learners to achieve the
‘5 outcomes’ as outlined in Evcy Child Matters.
Through aPProPriatc lcarning and assessment cxPerienccs, we aim to ensure that our learners:
+ Are safe
+ Are hcalthy
+ Achieve economic well-being
+ Enjog and achieve
i Makc a Positivc contribution

St Joscph’s Catho]ic Frimarg 5c!’100| isa Christian community cmbracing a Par‘tncrs!'lip
between the school, home and Pan’sl‘n. ]t offers to each member the oPPortunitg to grow in

knowlcdgc of the Fathcr through Jcsus His Son with the guiclancc of the Ho]g SPirit,
fostered througl'l prayer, worship and awareness of the Scripturcs.

We believe that every individual is uniquc]y created and loved bg (God and therefore has a rigl'lt
to be Part of a communit3 where each memberis valued and resPcctecl for their own worth
irresPectivc of race, colour, creed or abilitg. The children will be hcchcl to aPPreciatc that thcg

are members of (God's wider world in its richness and clivcrsitg.

Ovur Curriculum Proviclcs a Catlﬁolic Christian setting in which all children have an equal
oPPortunity to grow in the acquisition of skills, attitudes and values.

Rationale

At St. Joscph’s Catholic Frimarg School we believe in uplﬂolding the clignitg and value of
cach indiviclual, therefore any methods used to assess the Pcrf:ormancc of PuPils must rcsPcct
the individual’s worth. We believe each child is entitled to the same oPPortunity within all

aspects of school life. Assessment is one way in which we can assure this is haPPcning.



Assessment hclps us to idcnti{tj the needs of every individual PuPil. This information will hclP us
to P]an future lcarning cxPcricnccs and to facilitate continuity and Progrcssion between years
and institutions by Providing information for other teachers. We will have evidence of what the
child knows, understands and can do and wherever Possiblc we will involve Pupils in the reviewing
of their own progress. T]'n's gives us, and the PuPils, the oPPortunity to recognise and give credit
to a wide range of achicvcmcnts, and to hclp the PuPils iclcntifg areas where more dcvcloPmcnt

is necessary.

At St Joscph’s Catl'wolic Frimarg Scl'aool we believe the kcy purpose of assessment is to
move children on in their lcaming. Continued monitoring of each child's progress gives a clear
Picture of what each child is doing.

Jtis imPortant that the teacher knows what has been remembered, what skills have been
acquirecl, and what conccPts have been understood. Tl'n's enables teachers to reflect on what
children are doing and informs future Planning. T he outcomes of our assessments will l-uclp
children become involved in raising their own cxPcctations. Such attainment needs to be
comParecl with the child's Prcvious work, but also against children in the cohort, against the | A

and the National. Qur assessments will also Providc information for others includingz

4+ FParents to show Progrcssion/conccms, and involve them in the tcaching
process

4+ Otherteachers and staff to l'wclp them Plan and gain informed views

+ QOutside agencies to Provicle hard evidence of attainment

+ SEN 5ubjcct | eaderto Provicjc concrete evidence of attainment

+ Jhe Govcrning Body

+ The | ocal Aut[’roritg (SIF)

Assessment is viewed as essential to, and an intcgral part of effective tcaching and lcarning at

St Joscph’s.
The purpose of assessment is to Proviclc information for a range of audiences as listed above.

Assessment at St. Joscph’s should be:

= [ositive

x Managcable

= (Jseful and used
= (Consistent

Aims

To gathcr information about the PerFormancc of individual Pupils, groups and cohorts or Pupils 50

that it can be used to inform target sctting atarange of levels.



+ Jo gatl'lcr information to inform teachers what will be taug!‘rt next.

+ To ensure that assessment and rccording is an intcgra] Par‘t of the school’s Fcr‘Formancc

Managcmcnt sgstcm.

£ Jo Providc information to inform the school’s strategic Planning.

£ | otrack individual progress.

Assessment will be used in the Fo”owing ways:

formative - the information gaincd "forms” or affects the next lcaming cxl:)cn'cncc.
diagnostic - )Cincling our what attitudes, knowlcdgc, unclcrstancling or skills are not Propcrlg
learned or acquircd and therefore Prcvcnting Pu]:)ils making the cxPcctccl progress.
evaluative - imcorming the strategic Planning and direction of the whole school by cvaluating
the imPact of Planning, tcaching and the curriculum on Pupils’ achievements.

summative ~ systematic recording of information which leads towards a summary of where
the Pupils have reached at a Point in time. Tl‘nis is an essential tool for idcntifying progress

over time.

[ ffective assessment at St. Joseph’s is characterised bg:

i.

Mcaning{:ul and useful information about the Pupils’ achievement and progress

transfcrring with the PuPils as thcy move from

4+ [Foundation Stagc (Foundation Stagc Fro{:ilc) to Kcy Stagc i
+ ch Stagc I to Kcy Stagc 2

+ ch Stagc 2 to Kcy Stagc 3

4+ [romone year group to the next within the school

2. To ana]gsc Pcr‘Formancc in terms of cohorts or PuPils as well as ana]gsis of the achievement

and attainment of PuPils:

from ethnic minorities

with sPccial educational needs

bogs and girls

with English as an additional languagc
travellers

on FI"CC SCI'IOOl mcals

= F & F & F ¥

PuPils who are looked after bg the local autl‘roritg.



Monitoring and [~ valuation

Tl'ae Assessment Leader and [Jead teacher will ensure this Policg is imPlcmentccl consistcntlg
througl')out the school using strategies such as discussion with teachers, Pupils and Parcnts/carers,

sampling PuPils’ records and rcPorts and sampling teachers’ Planning.

AFF (Asscssing FuPil Frogrcss)

At St. Joscp]-u’s we are currcntlg involved in a Pilot scheme entitled Asscssing Fupil Frogrcss
(AFF) which is a structured aPProach to Perioclica”3 assessing mathematics and rcacling and writing
so teachers can:

£ track PuPi]s’ progress tl'lrough ch Stagc 2

+ use cliagnostic information about Pupils’ strcngtl'us and weaknesses.

Using AFF materials teachers can make lcvcljudgcmcnts for each of the fo”owing Nationa]
Cum’culum attainment targets (AT s):
+ rcacling
writing
using and applging mathematics
number
shaPc, space and measures

handling data

=+ F F &

Based on the assessment focuses (Af7s) that unclerPin National Curriculum assessment, the AFF
aPProaclﬂ imProvcs the qualitg and rcliabilitg of teacher assessment. lt has Provcd to be robust,
manageablc and effective in Practice and we envisage that it will be a welcome addition to our

Asscssment Proccclurcs currentlg in Place.
Current Asscssmcnt Froccdures at St. JoscPh’s

1. Statutorg Asscssmcnt

a. Tcachcr Asscssmcnt

For every child in the final year of Kcy Stagc 1, a teacher assessment must be made of the level
achieved in English, Mathematics and Science. TA levels must be recorded before the end of
the summer term. [For each child in the final year of ch 5tage 2, teacher assessments in the
core subjccts must be complctccl in the summer term. Rccords of assessment in core subjccts will
be Passccl on to the next tcachcr/school at the time of transfer as well as levels for all

Foundation 5ubjccts.



b. Tcsts

Stanclarcl tests in E_nglish and Maths at Kcy Stagc f, must be administered in

accordance with the instructions from QCA Thc results must be recorded before

the end of the summer term. For each child in the final year of Keg Stagcz, tests in the core
subjccts must be comPlcted in the summer term Fo”owing a given timetable duﬁng a sPeci{:icc!
week.

Records of assessment in core subjccts will be Passcd on to the next teacher / school at time of

transfer.

c. Thc Foundation Stage Fro{:i]e will be completccl in accordance with the Countg guidclines.

2. ]ntcmal Asscssmcnt

Jn addition to the statutory rcquircmcnts other assessments will be carried out.
Thcg are as follows:

+ Stanclarcjiscd Rcacling Test using The SU‘FFO"{ On-Line Rcacling test (] estwise) for
Years 2-6. | hese tests are administerd twice 3carly (Scptcmbcr/Octobcr and
]:cbruarg)

+ Optional QCA tests in English and Mathematics Forgcars 3-5

+ RE_ Asscssmcnts based on the here ] Am scheme of work (5 per tcrm)

+ ]CT Assessment sheets complctecl foreach ]CT toPic (Ycars I~6)

+ Science Assessments for each Science topic undertaken G’ual{;termly)

+ chular (Creative Writing Activitics/_rasks which are levelled aPProPriately

|n addition to the above, teachers will undertake wcckly assessment in a variety of ways
inc]ucling:

' Rcading Journal entries

+ Spc”ings tests

4 Mcnta] Matl'ls/MultiPIication Tab]cs tests

A” test results will be collated on an individual basis annua”y to facilitate tracking and target
setting,. Data will include the mark, level and standardised score. lt will be stored in the Head
teacher's office in the Assessment folder and staff will be Providcd with coPics Pcrtaining to
their Particular year group. Thc SEN Leader will be given coPics of all assessment results.



A” SAT/QCA papers (YZ - Y6) will be analgscd bg the relevant class tcachcrs/sub_jcct

leaders. Kcsults of the ana]gsis will be shared with staff and will have imPact on short/medium

term Planning.

Tcachcr Asscssments

T eacher assessments should:
4+ Givc all PuPi]s the opportunitg to demonstrate what thcy know, understand or can do.
+ (Jseca variety of assessment tcchniqucs.
+ Pecarriedoutas part of normal classroom activities; use both formal and informal

assessment oPPortunitics.

\/crbal Asscssment

T he school will make effective use of verbal assessment. | eachers will:

+ use clucstions to check unclcrstancling at the bcginning of lessons, e.g «T hink of three
things you can remember from our last lesson about........

£ make cxplicit to Pupils the purposes of the lesson, eg “BH the end of the lesson you will
be able to......... »

+ use different types of qucstioning to enable PuPils to self assess.

T eachers will use a range of closed and open qucstions. T eachers will:

+ Provide oPPortunitics for Pupils to cxPlain their tl-uinking to each other in Pairs, groups
oras a class using appropriate technical vocabularg.

+ (Jsethe Plcnarg to check undcrstanding and reinforce lcaming.

+ (Conference with Pupils so that thcy know what it is tl‘ucy need to improvc.

+ Provide oPPortunitics for PuPils to review their achievements.

+ Marlc/rcsponcl to PuPils’ work (using the Marking Folicg guiclclincs/symbols) including
Points for imProvcmcnt YT ~Your Targct) and annotation for other adults such as

tcacl‘ncrs, Parcnts and carers on the Pupi]s’ work.

Short:rcrm chorcling

Tcachcrs make assessment notes on their short term Planning sheets as to achievement and the
need for further consolidation. T he notes will:
+ Help Planning at short and medium-term levels
+ Pe useful when ta”(ing to another tcachcr/SE_NCO orin idcntifging Particular
Problcms

+ ]mcorm the tcac‘wing aPProaclﬂ



+ ]mcorm the grouPing of PuPils

+ ]nform the choice of resources

Long term Kecording/Targct SCtting - Assessment Managcr 7

St. Joscph’s has rcccntlg adoPtccl Asscssmcnt Manager 7 (via SIMS) in order to enable us to
track PuPil progress tl'uroughout the school in a more rigorous way. T his enables both
incliviclual/group progress to be tracked and also Proviclcs teachers with targets for each of the

core subjccts (English, Mathematics and Science) along with ICT and Science.

Not only this, but it allows teachers to compare Pchormancc within English so that Spcaking
and Listcning, Rcacling and Writing can be analgscd scParatclg.

Whilst we are currentlg in the initial stages of using AM7, its imPact for the future in terms of

data analgsis and Pupil tracking cannot be underestimated.

Data Analysis

At St. Joscph’s we are very keen to use all of the data available to us in various forms to track
progress and set targets. chcc, the school uses the Fo”owing sources of information towards

this end:

+ Raise On-Line (Contextualised)

£ [ischer Family Trust Data (Contextualised)
£ | ocal Autl‘loritg Data

+ M]u Data

The SLT use all of the above data sources to Proviclc the school with an overview of the
progress of both individuals and cohorts on a local/national basis and this ensures that the

school is continua”g striving for further imProvcmcnt in terms of Pcr‘l:ormancc.
Work Sampling

As part of our monitoring, programme, work sampling takes Placc for all core subjccts, including
RE, ona tcrmlg basis. We have also rcccntlg started a ro”ing programme for monitoring, and
work sampling of the Foundation Subjccts. When a Foundation Subjcct is in focus we will be
loolcing at assessment oPPor‘tunitics for that subjcct. Quraimis to cvcntua”g have a whole

school aPProacl-u to the assessment of Foundation Subjccts as we have for the core subjccts.
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