St Joseph’s (atholic Frimarg School

Communitg (ohesion Folicy
One Worer

This Policy document should be considered in the lig[’ut of our School Mission
Statement which outlines all that unclcrpins ourwork at St. Joscph’S:

At St. Joscph’s
we live, love and learn

bg the cxamplc oFJcsus’
]:rom SCPtcmbcr 2007 all schools have a c{uty to Promote communitg cohesion.

1. ]ntroduction

Definition of Communitg (Cohesion

1.1 Bg community cohesion we mean working towards a society in which there is a
common vision and sense of belonging 133 all communities a society in which the
clivcrsity of Peoplc’s backgrounds and circumstances is aPPrcciatecl and valued a
society in which similar life oPPor‘tunities are available to all and a society in which
strong and Positivc rclationships exist and continue to be clcvclopcd in the workplacc,

in schools and the wider communitg‘

1.2 For schools the school community is the children and young PcoP|c it serves, their
Parcnts, carers and Familics, the staﬂ:, Govcming Bocly and the communitg users of

the school’s facilities and services. [tis also the community in which it is located.

1.3 T he school itself creates its own community and networks with other local schools.
Jt operates all of the above bg Provicling extended services for the local community. Jt
will extend these links to the wider community including the international community

with the introduction of the |nternational Frimarg Curriculum.

2. Aims and Objcctives:
2.1 The role of the school

T he school will continue to build upon its goocl Practicc and look at the imPact of our
activities. Our school builds community cohesion by Promoting cquality of
oPPor‘tunity and inclusion for different groups of children within the school. T here is a
strong respect for divcrsitg and incqualitics by sharing values and encouraging PuPils
to activcly engage with others to understand what thcg have in common to cquiP them

to live and thrive alongside Peoplc from different backgrounds.



Wc Promotc communitg cohesion through:
+ Tcaching and Icarning
+ E_quitg and excellence
+ [ ngagementand ethos

2.2 Tcacl‘:ing and Learning
Our tcaching and curriculum Provision supports l-ligh standards of attainment,
promotes common values, and build PuPilsﬂ unclcrstancling of the clivcrsitg that

surrounds them.

OPFortunitics across the curriculum are Promoted to share values and to help PuPils
to value differences and to cha“cnge Prcjuclicc, discrimination and stcreotgping.

A programme of curriculum based activities whcrebg Pupilsﬂ understanding of
community and clivcrsity is enriched through fieldwork and visits from members of

different communities.

SUPPor‘t is given for PuPils for whom E_nglish is an additional languagc to enable them
to achieve at the highcst Possiblc level in E_nghsh.

Asscmblics are arrangccl that involve members of the local and wider community to
Promotc the engagement of learners and shared undcrstancling as well as the school’s

ethos and values.

Lcarncrs are cncouragcd to value divcrsitg and to clcvc|oP a better unc]crstanding of

societg bg cha”cnging assumptions.

2.3 Equitg and [ xcellence
High standards and exPcctations are set for all Pupils from all ethnic backgrouncls and

of different socio economic groups.

[ fective aPProachcs in Placc to deal with incidents of Prejuclicc, bu”ging and
harassment and are rcPortccl to Govcrnors and the LA as aPProPriate.

Admission arrangements are in accordance with the | A Code of Practice.
2.4 E_ngagcmcnt and E_xtcndcd SCr\/iccs

School to SChool

Shared used of Prcmiscs are Providecl to Provide a means for PuPils to interact.

| inks with Pupils in other schools to wor‘cingjointlg on Projccts and activities.
Fartncrship arrangements with other schools to share goocl Practicc and offer PuPils
the oPPortunitg to meet and learn from other PuPils.



School to Parents/C arers and the Communitg
| inks and OPPortunitics with Parcnts/carcrs through curriculum evenings and Familg

liaison work, rcacl'oing parents who may need additional support, advice.

Provision of |~ xtended Services.

T he school offers a core of extended services which the (Government requirc 133

2010. T his includes multi—agcncy wor‘dng between the school and other local agencies
inclucling the community Po|icc, social and health care Pro{:cssionals and CHEXS
(Chcshunt Extcnclccl Schools).

We also invite and welcome community rcPrescntatives into school to work with PuPils.

Monitoring and Review

3.1 Kolc of the Govemors

T he Governors will conduct an annual audit in the Summer term of the schools
existing Practicc in relation to community cohesion and determine what further action

may be requirccl.

3.2 Kolc of the Hcacl Tcachcr

Thc Hcac] Tcachcr will monitor the three areas and rcport to the Govcmors
rcgularlg on the progress and imPact of the Policg. Thc information from the annual
audit will feed into the next School Plan.

[ ducation Act 2002 Section 78

Race Relations Amendment Act 2000

Thc [ ducation and ]nsPcctions Act 2006 a dutg on Goveming Boclies to promote
Communitg (Cohesion section 23 A of the |~ ducation Act 2002

Summer term 2008- Review Summer term 2010



