St Joseph’s (atholic Frimar\g School

[Humanities Folicg

l’c is through !earning about the {:ascinating stories and ideas in the world around us

that we continue to live out our mission statement here at St. Joseph’s School;
“We live, love and learn bg the cxamplc of Jesus”

We also, in our tcaching of the MHumanities curriculum, prepare our children in the

five outcomes of the “E_verg Chlld Matters” document.
Geograpng
Aims and objcctivcs

Geographg teaches an understanding of P!aces and environments. Tl—:rougn their
work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in
this arca with that in other regions in the (nited Kingdom and in the rest of the
world. Theg learn how to draw and interPret maps and they deve]oP the skills of
research, investigation, ana!gsis and Problem~so]ving. Through their growing
know!edge and understanding of human geographg, children gain an aPPreciation
of life in other cultures. St Josepl—xs have undertaken an initiative where 133 cach



class gets the OPPortunitu to sponsora child from different cultures. |n this, the
children get the chance to learn about the sPonsored child’s culture as well as their
way of life. With this exciting initiative, St Joseph’s have embraced it’s Global
Communitg and are keen to teach tolerance and understanding of differences to
our children. Geographu teaching also motivates children to find out about the
Phgsical world and enables them to recognize the importance of sustainable

deveiopment for the future of mankind.

T he aims orgeographg are:

e toenable children to gain know]edge and understanding of Places in the
world;

e tostimulate PuPil curiosity, interest and enjogment in Geographg;

e toincrease children’s ‘(nowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a
respect and understanding of what it means to be a Positive citizenin a
multi-cultural countrg;

e toallow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and
interPre’c maps;

e toenable children to know and understand environmental Problems ata
local, regional and global level;

® toencouragein children a commitment to sustainable deve]opmen’c and an
aPPreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means;

e to deveIoP avariety of other ski”s, inc]uding those of enquiru, Problem
solving, ]CT, investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most
aPProPriate way;

e toincrease awareness of how to achieve community cohesion in our school,

local, national and global community.
His’corg
Aims and objectives

The aim of historﬁ teaching here at St. Joseph’s Schoolis to stimulate the
children’s interest and understanding about the life of PeoP]e who lived in the past.
We teach children a sense of cl'vronologg, and tl—lrough this tl—teg develoP a sense of
identit3 and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus tl—veu

learn to value their own and other People’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain



and, 133 consiclering how PeoP]e lived in the past, they are better able to make their
own life choices toclay. In our school, history makes a 5ignhcicant contribution to
citizenship education bg teaching about how Pritain deve]ope& as a democratic
society. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced
our lives toc{ag; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by 50

doing, to deve]oP the skills of enquirg, ana]gsis, interpretation and Problem~solving.

T he aims of historg in our school are:

e tofosterin children an interest in the past and to develop an unclerstancling
that enables them to enjog all that historg has to offer;

e to cultivate a sense of the past and a know]edge of events, their causes,
effects and the People involved in and affected }39 them.

e to enable children to know about signhcicant events in Pritish historg and to
aPPreciatC how tl'xings have change& over time;

e tounderstand how Pritainis part of a wider European culture and to
stuc!y some asPects of EuroPean historg;

e to have some know]edgc and un&crstancling of historical clcvelopmcnt in the
wider worlcl;

e to i’lC]P children understand society and their P!ace within it, so that theg
develop a sense of their cultural hcritagc;

® to dcvelop in children the skills of enquirg, investigation, analgsis, evaluation
and Presentation.

e to develop a sense of chronologg;

® to develop an aPPrcciation of how we gain knowlcdge about the past.

e tounderstand and conpidentlg use the termino]ogg sPechCic to the subject.

® toencourage open, enquiring minds that are aware of the fact that
individual views will be biased.

® toencourage the deve]opment of informed oPinions and to support such
oPinions with reasoned arguments, communicating ideas and oPinions
egectivelg.

e toenable Pupils to be able to work both indepenc{entlﬁ and co~oPerative13.

e toenable PuPils to Perceive Historg in the context of a wider bocly of
know!edge, vocabular9 and skills

® toencourage Pupi]s to recall and apply their ‘mowledge and skills in familiar
and unfamiliar situations.

o toreferto Ieaming from Previous years.



Humanities
i Teacl—xing and Learning Stgles

We use a variety of teaching and leaming stg]es in our [Jumanities lessons. We are
aware that children have PreFerrecl styles of leaming, and incorPorate visual,
auclitor9 and kinaesthetic Ieaming styles into our teaching. We believe in whole-
class teaching methods and we combine these with enquirg~basecl rescarch
activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer questions‘ We offer
them the oPPor’cunit9 to use a variettj of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs,
Pictures, aerial Photographs, historical artefacts, Primarg sources and we enable
them to use ICT where this serves to enhance their learning‘ We encourage
visitors to come into the school and talk about their exPeriences of Places and
events that have taken Place in the past. Chi]c{ren take part in role-Plaﬂ and
discussions, and theg present reports to the rest of the class. They engage in a
varietg of Problem~so|ving activities. Wherever Possible, we involve the children in
‘real geograplﬁical and historical activities where we encourage children to ques’cion

the valiclitg of their sources and information.

We recognise the fact that there are children of wiclelg different abilities in all
classes and we Provide suitable ]eaming oPPortunities for all children }35 matching
the cha”enge of the task to the abi]ity of the child. QOur differentiation can be
either }35 task or }35 outcome. We achieve this bg:

setting common tasks which are oPen~endec{ and can have a variety of responses;
setting tasks of increasing digicultﬁ, some children not comPleting all tasks;
grouping children bg ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability
group;

Provicling resources of different comp]exitg according to the abilitg of the child;
creating oppor’cunities to express information in varying ways emPloging avariety
of media (computers, video, audio (], extended writing, illustrations, diagrams,

graphs, questionnaires, role P135>5



Presenting lessons using a variety of Ieaming styles (visual, auc]itorg and
kinaesthetic);

using classroom assistants to suPPort the work of individual children or groups of

children.
2. [Humanities Curriculum Flanning

We use the | (CF scheme of work for both Humanitg subjects as the basis for our
curriculum Planning, but we have adapted this to the local context 59 bui]ding on

the successful units of work alreaclg in P]ace. We ensure that there are
oPPor’cunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in
each unit and we build Planned Progression into the scheme of work so that the

children are increasingly cl’la”enged as theg move up through the school.

We carry out curriculum Planning in [umanities in two Phases Uong~term, medium-
’cerm). The long~term P]an maps the toPics studied in each term during each keg
stage; the [Humanities subjcct leader works this out in conjunction with tcaclﬂing
co”eagues in each year group and the children stucly the toPics in conjunction with
other subjects, csPeciang at Keu Stage i. We teach the know]edge, skills and
unclers’cancling set out in the National Curricu]um through the corresPonding
programme of s’cuclg.

As the basis for our medium-term P]ans, we use the | (CF scheme of work which
gives details of each unit of work for each term. Thc [Humanities subject leader
keeps and reviews these P]ans ona regu]ar basis. | hese Plans list the sPechCic
learning objectives of each lesson. We annotate the Plans as we teach them and
cross out lessons that are not relevant. The concepts and skills we are Focusing
on are high]ighted. The class teacher keeps these Plans, although s/he and the
[Humanities subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis. The Plans are
also stored on the shared drive in the computer suite, so theg can be easilu
accesse oth the subject leader and any start wishing to view them (e.g. it a

d by both th bj’tld d any staff wishing to view th . if

teacheris new to the year group).
3. The Contributions of [Jumanities to teaclﬁing in other Curriculum Areas

[ nglish



[Humanities contributes signiicicantig to the teaci—iing of Engiisi—i in our school 133
activelg Promoting the skills of reaciing, writing, sPeaking and |i5tening. Some of
the texts that we use in the Literacg [Hour linked to the [Humanities toPic being
studied in class. (Children cieve]op their Iiteracy skills througi—i comPosing/reading
reports, letters, exPianatorg texts and par taking in debates of a historical and
geographicai nature.

Mati’zematics

[Humanities teaciﬂing contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of
ways. (Children learn to use numbers and deveioP anaigticai skills e.g. anaigsing
Popuiation statistics and time lines. (Children also have the oPPortunity to learn to

interpret information Presented in graPhicaI or diagrammatic form.

Jnformation and communication technology 1Ch

We use ]CT in [Humanities teaching where aPProPriate and we meet the
statutory requirement for children to use ICT as part of their work in [Humanities
at Key Stage 2. Cl’iilciren use [CT in humanities to enhance their skills in data
i‘ianc”ing and in Presenting written wori<, and tl'ieg rescarch information using the
|nternet and [~ ncarta. Chiiciren have the OPPortunitg to use the digitai camera to
record and use Pi‘io’cograpiwic images and tl'ieg communicate with other children in

other schools and countries 135 using e-mail.

We are curren’clg introciucing a Learning Flatform. Tl’iis will enable the children to
access [Jumanities learning materials before and after sciwool, submit work
electronica”g and access stimuiating iearning resources. [ arents and guarciians will
consequent]g be able to support children bg accessing homework and resources
online and access home-school discussion groups. This cieve]oPment will enable

the school to have on]ine access to assessment data.

Fersona], 50cial, Citizensl'iip, Healti‘n and Emotionai [ ducation (FSCHD

[Humanities contributes signi}cicantig to the teaci'iing of Personai, social, citizensi'iip
health and emotional education. Chilciren cieveiop self-confidence by i‘iaving
oPPor’cunities to expiain their views on a number of social questions such as how
society should respond to poverty, homelessness, recgciing and how environment
areas ci‘nangec] for better orfor worse. . Ti—ieg discover how to be active citizens in

a democratic society by Iearning how laws are made and ciwangeci, and ti—iey learn



how to recognize and cha”enge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a
harmful aspect of society. Tl—xeg learn how society is made up of People from
different cultures and start to develop tolerance and resPect for others. Thus
Humanities in our school promotes the concept of Positive citizensnip and

communitg cohesion with other communities on a local to g]obal scale.

SPin'tua], moral, social and cultural clcvclo]:)mcnt

We offer children in our school many oPPor’cuni’cies to examine the fundamental
questions in life tl‘xrough [Humanities. [For example, in geograpl’xg, their work on the
changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask questions
about the evolution of the Planet. We encourage the children to reflect on the
impact of mankind on our world and we introduce the concept of ‘stewardship’ in
relation to sustainable clevelopment. Tl’rrough tcaclﬂing about contrasting
localities, we enable the children to learn about inequalitg and injustice in the world,
a theme which links to and is covered in our R~ work. |n K69 Stage i’s historg
unit of work, \What are we rcmcmbering on Remembrance Dag?’ We also Provi&e
children with the oPPor’cuni’cy to discuss moral ques’cions, orwhat is rigl'lt and
wrong, when studging toPics such as child labour in Victorian Britain. Jn
humani’cies, we help children to clevclop their knowlcdgc and understanding of
different cultures so that tlﬂeg learn to avoid stereotgl:)ing other PCOPIC and
acquire a Positive attitude towards others. \We help contribute to the children’s
social devclopmcnt bg teaching them about how societg Pas’c and Prescnt works to
resolve difficult issues of economic clcvelopment. [Humanities programme of stucly
enables children to understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further

enriched }33 the multicultural British society of toclag.

4. Teaching [Humanities to (Children with SPecial Needs

At St Joseph’s School we teach humanities to all children, whatever their al)i]ity.
Humanities forms Part of the school curriculum Policg to Provide a broad and
balanced education to all children. Througn our [TJumanities teaching we Provide
learning oPPortunities that match the needs of children with ]carning difficulties

and we take into account the targets set forindividual children in their Jndividual

I~ ducation Plans (|7 [s).



5. Assessment and Recorcling

We assess the children’s work in [umanities }39 making imcormaljudgements as we
observe the children cluring lessons. Once the children complete a Piece of work,
we mark and comment as necessary. Once tl—xey compiete a unit of worlc, we make a
summargjudgement of the work of each PuPiI in relation to the National
Curriculum levels of attainment. We record the attainment grades on a class gricl.
We use these to Plan future work with that Pupil, to Provide the basis for assessing
the progress of the chilcl, and to pass information on to the next teacher at the end
of the year. This also allows the teacher or subject~leacler to track Progrcssion for
a class or for individual children.

The gcographg subject leader keeps samples of the children’s work in a Por’mcolio
which shows what the exPected level of achievement is in geographg in each year of

the school.

6. Resources

We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the f‘iumanities
units in the QCA 5chcme of Work. Qur main resource is the LCF P]anning file,
which Providcs medium and short-term lesson P]ans and necessary resources to
deliver the QCA units of stuclg. We keep these resources in a central store with
our other [Jumanities resources for Par’cicu]ar toPics‘ |n the librarg we have a good
supplﬂ of Humanities toPic books and a range of educational software to support

the children’s individual research.

7. Field Work

]:ielclwork is integral to good [Humanities teaching and we include oPPor’cunities
where aPProPriate to involve children in Practical [Humanities research and enquiry.
For example, when studying [Humanities toPics children will have the opportunity
to carry out field-sketches, traffic surveys, sketch maps, questionnaires, visit

historical sites and museums, use the c{igital camera to take Photos. We also offer



year 6 children the opportunit3 to take part in a residential visit to the |sle of
Wigi-it where the children get the benefits of carrying out historical and
geograpiiicai enquirios.

8. Monitoring and Review

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quaiitg of toaci'iing in
[Flumanities is the resPonsiiDiiitg of the subject leader. T he work of the suijject
leader also involves suPPorting co”eagues in the toaci’iing of Humanities, boing
informed about current cieveiopments in the subjoct, and Proviciing a strategic lead
and direction for the subject in the school. T he subject ioaciergives the
headteachera SDF report in which s/he evaluates the strengti'is and weaknesses
in the subjcct and indicates areas for further imProvement. The sui)ject leader has
sPociai|5~ailocatod time in which to fulfil this role bg reviewing samplos of childrer’s

work and visiting classes to observe teaciwing in the subject‘

Signcci:

Date: _)une 2009



