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At St. Joseph’s Catholic Frimarg 5chool we embrace a world of knowledge and
lcaming through the medium of the E_nglish Ianguagc. ltis through this that we live
out our Mission Statement which is:

“to livc, love and learn bg the cxamplc ochsus”.

|n our Icaming of the E_nglish languagc we contribute to the ’Evcrg Child Matters’
Philosophg, Particularlg;
+ Erjoging and achieving
+ Farticipating in society
+ Make a Positivc contribution
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Thc stucly of ]_:_nglish dcvelops children’s abilities to listen, sPcal(, read and write for a
wide range of purposes, so using languagc to learn and communicate ideas, views and
{:celings‘ Jt enables children to express themselves creativcly and imaginatively, as thcy
become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-
fiction and media texts. C!’lilclrcn gain an unclcrstancling of how Ianguagc works bg Iooking
atits patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowlcclge, skills and

undcrstancling in sPcalcing and writing across a range of different situations.

Thc aims of the studg of E_nglisl'l at St. Joscph’s are:

4+ to enable children to sPcak clcarly and audibly In ways which take account of their
listcncrs;

+ to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to idcntifg the main
Points of what theg have heard;

+ to dcvcloP childrer’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and the

languagc USCCl;
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to enable children to evaluate their own and others’ contributions througl'l arange of
drama activities;

to devcloP confident, inclePcndcnt readers through an aPProPriatc focus on word,
sentence and text-level ‘(now]cclgc;

to encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers through contact with
cha"enging and leng’chg texts;

to ]'rclP children cnjog writing and recognize its valuc;

to enable children to write with accuracy and meaning, in fiction and non-fiction;

to increase the children’s abilitg to use Planning, dra{:ting and cditing to imProvc their work.
to create an atmosphcre where children wish to ]eam, so that thcg come to crjjog E_nglish

because tl‘ucg are active Participants.
Tcaching and Lcarning Stglcs

At St. Joscph’s School we use a variety of tcacl-ling and |carning stglcs in English
lessons, as recommended in the Revised Frimarg Framework. Our Principal aimis to
devclop children’s knowlcclgc, skills, and undcrstanding in English. We do this t]-urougl-l a
dai]g Literacy hour that has a I-n'gl'w Proportion of whole-class and group tcacl-uing. During
these lessons children exPcriencc a whole~class shared reading or writing activity and a
guiclcd group or inclcPcncIcnt activity with a whole~class Plcnarg session to review
progress and lcaming. Tl-ucy have the oPPortunitg to cxPcricncc awide range of texts and
use a range of resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses, [~ ssential Text Litcracy
resources (fiction and non-fiction) and a variety of software. Children use ]CT in
E_nglisl‘l lessons where it enhances their lcarning, asin clra{:ting theirwork and using
multimedia to 5tud3 how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever
Possiblc we encourage children to use and aPPlg their lcaming in other areas of the

curriculum.

As with all schools, there are children of dhq:cring abilitg in all classes at St. Joscph’s
5c|'|ool. We recognise this fact and Providc suitable lcarning oPPor'tunitics for all children
by matching the cha"cngc of the task to the abilitg of the child. We achieve this through a
range of strategies. ]n some lessons we do it througl'l differentiated group work, while in
other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting Point before moving on to
dcvc]oP their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support some children and to

enable work to be matched to the needs of individuals.



ln addition to the Litcracy Hour, cach class has a timetabled slot to visit the School
Library and further Litcracy skills are clcvcloPccl in this Pcriocl. Children are activcly
cncouragcd to use the Librarg in their own free time to further enhance their rcac{ing

abilitg.
E_nglish Curriculum Flanning

E_nglish is a core subjcct in the National Curriculum. We use the National Literacy
Stratcgy in conjunction with the Revised Frimarg Framework as the basis for
implcmenting the statutory requiremcnts of the programme of studg for E_nglish.

We carry out the curriculum Planning in English in three Phases (long—tcrm, medium-term
and short-term). | he National Literacg Strategy Framework for Teaching details what
we teach in the |ong~tcrm. Ovur 3car|3 tcaching programme identifies the kcg objcctivcs in

|itcrac3 that we teach to each year.

QOur medium-term Plans, which we also base on the Framework, give details of the main
teacl'n'ng objcctivcs for each term. T hese Plans define what we teach and ensure an
aPProPriatc balance and distribution of work across each term. | he Englisl’t subjcct

leaderis rcsponsiblc for kccping and reviewing these Plans.

(lass teachers comPletc a weckly (short-term) Plan for the teaching of Englisl’u, Tl’uis lists
the sPecilcic lcaming objcctivcs for each lesson and gives details of how the lessons are to
be taught, Jt also includes details of what each group of children will be lcarning. These
Plans include lcaming objcctivcs and success criteria for each lesson along with the
differentiated activities Plannccl for each lesson and the oPPortunity for ongoing AL
throughout the week. Thc class teacher kccps these individual Plans, and the class

teacher and subjcct leader often discuss them on an informal basis.

Contribution of English to tcaching in other curriculum areas

T"IC skills that children clcvcloP in English are linked to, and aPPIiccl in, every subjcct of
our curriculum. Thc children’s skills in rcacling, writing, sPcaking and listcning enable them

to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school.

Mathematics



E_nglish contributes signhcicantlg to the tcaching of Mathcmatics in our school. Childrcn
are cncouragccl to read and intchrct Problcms in order to idcntifg the Mathcmatics
involved. Thcg cxPlain and present their work to others during P]cnarg sessions and theg

communicate mathcmatica”g through the clcvc]oping use of Prccisc mathematical languagc.

lmcormation and Communication Technologg (lCT)

Theuseof |CT enables children to use and applg their dcveloPing skills in E_nglish ina
variety of ways. The children use |CT as a source of information and as a way of
cnabling them to Prescnt their complcted work cﬁzcc’civclg. Theg use the ]nternct when
scarching for information about a different Part of the worlc{, or when using dcsktoP
Publishing to clcsign aclass newspaper. We encourage all children touse |CT as a

resource for lcarning, whenever theg feelitis aPProPriatc.

Personal, Social, Citizenslﬂip and [ealth education (FSCHD and [Foundation
Studies.

English contributes to the tcacl-uing of Pcrsonal, social and health education and
citizcnsl-lip. We encourage children to take part in class and group discussions on topical
issues. |n their science work tl-ucg talk about things that imProvc their health and about
rules for lceeping them safe around the school. T he children research and debate toPical
Problcms and events. Thcg discuss lhccstglc choices and meet and talk with many visitors
who work within the school community. Planned activities within the classroom encourage
children to work togcthcr and respect cach other's views. T hese activities take Place as
part of clcsignatccl FSCHE weeks whcrcby Literacg is delivered througl': various
themed toPics t]'uroughout the school

SPin'tual, Moral, Social and Cultural dcvelopmcnt

Thc tcaching of English clcvclol:)s skills t!'lrough which our children can give critical
responses to the moral qucstions thcg meet in their work. T heir understanding and
aPPrcciation of a range of texts brings them into contact with their own litcrarg hcn’tagc
and texts from other cultures. Tl‘nc organisation of lessons allows children to work
togcthcr and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. Kc]igious education
has an imPor'tant role at St. Joscph’s school and this Proviclcs many oPPor'tunitics to

share with others ora”g and in written work.

Tcaching Englisl'r to children with SPecial Needs



At St JoscPh’s 5c|’1001 we teach Eng]ish to all children, whatever their abilitg. Eng]ish
forms part of the school curriculum Po]icy to Providc a broad and balanced education to all
children. T eachers Provide learning oPPortunitics matched to the needs of children with
lcarning difficulties. Work in English takes into account the targets set for individual

children in their ]ndividua] [ ducation Flans (]E_Fs) Tcachcrs Proviclc hclp with

communication and litcracy throug]'l:
+ using texts that children can read and understand
+ using visual and written materials in different formats
4+ using JCT, other technological aids and taped materials

+ using alternative communication such as signs and symbols

Assessment and Recording

T eachers assess children’s work in English in three P]-uascs. T he short-term assessments
that teachers make as part of every lesson hclp teachers to acﬁust their claily Plans.

Tcachcrs match these short-term assessments closclg to the tcacl-n'ng objcctivcs.

Mcdium~tcrm assessments are used to measure progress against the kcy objectives, and
to l-uclp teachers to Plan for the next unit of work. Thcy use a class record of the kcg

objcctivcs as the rccording format for this.

Tcachcrs make long-tcrm assessments towards the end of the school year, and they use
these to assess progress against school and national targets. With the helP of these long~
term assessments, teachers are able to set targets for the next school year and summarize
the progress of each child before discussing it with the child’s parents. T he next teacher
also uses these long-tcrm assessments as the basis for Planning work for the new school
year. Tl’ucsc long»term assessments are made using cnd-oﬁycar tests and teacher
assessments. Chilclren undertake the national tests at the end of Ycar 6, Plus the
oPtional national tests at the end of Ycars 3,4 and 5. Tcachcrs also make annual
assessments of children’s progress using the level clcscriptions of the National

Curriculum. Tcachcr’s indicate targets on almost all written activities in the children’s

bOOl(S.



T"IC subjcct leader conducts rcgular book scrutinies of each year groups ‘highcr, middle
and lower abilitg children. This demonstrates what the cxPcctcd level of achievement is in
E_nglisl'a in each year of the school. T eachers meet regularlg to review individual cxamplcs

of work against the national cxcmplhcication material Proclucccl bg various agcncics.

Jn addition to the above, the children in Years 2-6 are also tested twice a year using the
Suﬁjolk Kcacling Tests. T hese tests are carried out on-line and Provicle teachers with
detailed feedback on individual progress as well as idcnthcging various trends within the

class/school.

Asscssmcnt Managcr 7

Thc school has rccentlg acloPted the Asscssment Manager 7 trac‘cing software
dcvclopcd by the local autl-uoritg. T his enables teachers to set targets based on Prcvious
achievement/levels and assess progress on a rcgular basis. A mic|~ycar review allows
teachers to focus on those children who may not be making the anticiPatcd/cxPcctccl
progress and Proviclcs them with the oPPortunity to address the issues aPProPriatcly.
Complction of end omcgcar levels based on test scores and teacher assessment Proviclc
the receiving teacher with vital information on each individual and the cohort in gencral as

thcy embark on a new academic year.
Resources

T here are a wide range of resources to support the tcaching of E_nglisl’t across the
school. All classrooms have dictionaries and a range of age-appropriatc small apparatus.
T he school librarg Proviclcs an excellent resource for the children with a wide range of

fiction and non-fiction matcrial, story sacks, big books and other research material.

Thcrc is a vast array of software available for all teachers to access via the school
nctwork, including Easitcac/y Know/cc/gcﬁox, I/Vinc/owﬁox and a host of ZSimP]c
software. ]n addition to this, different classes have sPcci{:ic software for their year group
includi ng [Heinemann Litcracy Wor/c/ and Ac/7icvc El‘lg/l:‘;'/L

Chi]drcn have access to the |nternet in the ]CT Suite, the Cgbcr Cafe andvia laPtoPs.

Each year group has a selection of Guided Kcading books, set at the level of the

classes. TI’ICSC books are stored in a central Part for both classes to casily access.



Monitoring and Review

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the qualitg of tcaching in
E_nglish is the rcsponsibilitg of the Subjcct | eader. Thc work of the Sub_jcct | eader
also involves suPPorting co”eagucs in the teaching of English, bcing informed about
current c{cveloPments in the subjcct, and Providing a strategic lead and direction for the
subject in the school. Tl’ac cSubject Leadcrgivcs the ]“lcacl Teachcr an annual summary
rcPort in which she evaluates the strcngths and weaknesses in the subjcct, and indicates
areas for further imProvcmcnt. T]’)e leader has spccia"5~a”ocatcd rcgular management
time in order to enable him/her to review samPlcs of the children’s work and undertake
lesson observations of E_nglish tcaching across the school. Mr Quinn, the named
governor resPonsiblc for literacg, meets rcgularlg with the Subject | eaderin orderto

review progress.

Tong Gorton (5ubjcct Lcadcr)
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