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T his Policg document should be considered in the Iight of our School
Mission Statement which outlines all that undchins our work at St.

Joscph’s:
At 5‘:. Joscph’s
we live, love and learn
bg the examplc ochsus
Rationale

At St Joscph’s (atholic Frimarg School we teach a Forcign languagc to
all children as part of the normal school curriculum. We do this for several
reasons.

f:irstly, we believe that many children rea”y erjog ]carr\ing to 5P6a|< another
languagc.

Sccondlg, we also believe that the earliera child is cxPoscd toa Forcign
languagc, the faster the ]anguagc in qucstion is acquircd. We also believe
thatitis a good idea to introduce a new languagc to children when they are
at Primarg school, as thcg tend to be less self-conscious about sPeaking
aloud at this stage of their developmcnt lt is widely believed that the carlg
acquisition of a Foreign language facilitates the learning of othermcoreign

languagcs laterin life.

Alims and Obicctivcs

T he aims and objcctivcs of lcarning a modern Forcign Ianguagc in Primarg

SC!"IOOl are:

+ to foster an interest in lcarning other ]anguagcs;



& to introduce young children to another language in away that is
crjogablc and fun;

% to make young children aware that languagc has structure, and that the
structure differs from one language to another;

* to }‘IClP children dcvclop their awareness of cultural differences in
other countries;

+ to dcvcloP their sPcaking and listcning ski”s;

+ to lag the foundations for future study.

Org{anisation

Frenchis taught to all children in ch Stage 2 for 45 minutes per week
using the Touth Mona’c scheme of work

Thc Curricu]um

Frenchis the modern {:orcign |anguagc that we teach in our school.

Thc curriculum that we follow is based on the guidancc given in the revised
National Curricu]um. We teach the children to know and understand how
to:

% ask and answer qucstions;

* use correct Pronunciation and intonation;

+ memorise words;

+ interPrct meaning;

% understand basic grammar;

+ use dictionaries;

+ work in Pairs and groups, and communicate in the other languagc;

+ look at life in another culture.

T eaching and | earning Style




At St Joscph’s, we base the tcaching on the guidance material in the
QCA scheme of work for modern Foreign languages. We have aclaptecl

this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children.

We use a variety of tcclﬁniqucs to encourage the children to have an active
engagement in the modern Foreign language: these include games, rolc-P]ag
and songs (Particu]arly action songs). We use PUPPcts and soft togs to

dcmonstratc tl':e Forcign languagc.

We {:rcciucntly use mime to accompany new vocabular3 in the {:orcign
language, as this serves to demonstrate the Foreign languagc without the
need for translation. \We cmPhasisc the ]istcning and sPeaking skills over the
rcacling and writing skills. We also use a multi—-scnsorg and kinaesthetic
aPProach to tcaching, (ie: we try to introduce a Phgsica] element into some

of the games} as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory.

We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyablc as Possiblc, as we
realise that this aPProach serves to &evelop a Positive attitude in the
children to the leaming of modern Forcign languagcs. We build children’s
confidence through constant Praisc for any contribution thcg make in the

{:orcign languagc, however tentative.

Asscssmcnt

At St. Joscph’s, we assess the children in order to ensure that thcy make

good progress in this subject. We do this inForma”g during the lessons, and

also bg rcgular testing to evaluate what the children have learned. T here are
no national kcg stage tests, but we do award the children a school certificate
showing that thcg have reached a certain level of competence in French. \We
present this to the children at the end of the year. T he school uses the four

national attainment targets to evaluate the progress of each child in:



+ |istcning and rcsPoncling
* sPcaking

* rcading and resPonding
+ writing

Monitoring and Keview

At St Joscpl‘n’s, we monitor tcacl‘ling and ]carning in the same way as we do
all the other courses that we teach in the school. Thc M]:L subjcct Lcaclcr
also reports to the governing body on the progress of children in French in

the same way as in any other subject. T he governors have the rcsPonsibi]ity

of monitoring Progrcssion and achievements in [French.

The MT L subjcct leader also liaises with the local scconc‘arg schools, so
that thcg are aware of the modern Forcign Ianguagc cxPcricncc of our

children when thcy move to the next Phasc of their education.




Jnclusion

All children matter and are given every oPPortunitg to achieve their best.
We achieve this bg Planning which will meet the needs of boys and giris,
children with SPccial educational needs, children who are more able, children
with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, different
ethnic groups and diverse linguistic backgrouncis.
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nelusion

AlL children matter and are given every opportunity to achieve their best. we
achieve this by planning which will meet the needs of boys and girls,
children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children
with disabilities, children from all soctal and cultural backgrounds,

different ethinic groups ana diverse Linguistic backgrounds.
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